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HOMEWORK POLICY

Research shows that homework can make an important contribution to pupil’s progress at school.  Homework is important at all stages of a child’s education and when used properly, it extends the challenge open to pupils and ensures that teaching is used to maximum effect.  DFEE document : Homework : Guidelines for Primary Schools.

Purpose

The main purposes of homework are as follows:

· Developing an effective partnership between the school and parents and other carers in helping children to succeed in their learning.

· Helping children to learn and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy.

· Helping children to use all kinds of resources and materials in every environment as learning resources, and materials in every environment as learning resources, not just those at school.

· Encouraging children to extend their learning after school and to practise what they have learnt.

· To help children to gain self-discipline to study on their own and to prepare them gradually for their work at Secondary School.

Longmoor Policy

Within this policy we aim to clarify our aims and procedures for homework so that children, parents and staff at school understand clearly what our expectations are and the reasons behind them.

We aim to:

· Achieve a consistency of approach throughout the school

· Improve the quality of learning experiences offered to pupils

· Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences

Type of Homework

The main type of homework your child will be given will focus on Literacy and Numeracy.  However, children will sometimes be encouraged to complete activities related to their half-termly topics.  Regular reading is vital for every child and it is recommended that children read for at least 10 to 20 minutes per day.

How Long?

The following are recommended amounts of time that should be spent on homework:

Years 1 and 2
=
1 hour per week

Years 3 and 4
=
1.5 hours per week

Years 5 and 6
=
30 minutes per day

We would not recommend that homework is undertaken for lengthy spells of time, rather for shorter spells but frequently.

Parents Role

We ask you as parents and carers to support your child’s homework by:

· Providing a suitable, peaceful place for your child to work

· Valuing the child’s homework and asking them about it

· Encouraging your child to complete each task and praising them for doing it

· Becoming involved in tasks which can be shared with your child

Teachers Role

Teachers will support children in their homework by:

· Giving feedback as soon as possible through test results, discussion or marking

· Explaining tasks clearly to children

· Ensuring tasks are regular and follow the routine given in the timetable

· Helping children who may find a task difficult

Some tasks will be ongoing activities that involve children learning set things.  For example spellings, times tables, number bonds etc.  These kinds of memory activities will often be followed up by a test and are extremely important to a child’s progress.

Not all homework involves teachers marking the returned work.  Sometimes activities may be more open ended and may be followed up by a discussion, some activities will be marked by the children themselves.

Through our policy, we have tried to achieve consistency by ensuring that all the children in the school are given spellings to learn on Mondays and will take a test on Fridays.

As children get older then more is expected of them.  We must remember however, that young children are often tired after a day at school and we need to place reasonable expectations on them.

Below are the timetables for the year groups.
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